Raduga Center, Donetsk, Ukraine 
Project: The Raduga Center is a center for disabled children and young adults. The center is working with people having such disabilities as autism, cerebral palsy, mental disability and other, which are ranked in Ukraine as disability of 1st group (most difficult). State care available for such people is so called homes for disabled, where they are supported physically and can have life of ‘vegetables’, because no attention is paid to their mental state and development. A group of activists and parents started the center as alternative to such care and willing to prove that such children and young people can have other life and be part of the society. The aim of the project is to improve quality of life of disabled children and young people and contribute to their development through diversifying activities at the rehabilitation center. 
Work: Children and young people come to the center 3 days a week, Therefore the volunteers will have 2 types of work: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays - working with children and young adults. Tuesdays and Thursdays – cleanup and preparing center for next day work, elaborating new ideas and methods of work, visiting some children at home for individual work with them. 
Work in more detail: 
1. Preparing and running free-time, music, dance and theater activities with children and young people 
2. Preparing and organizing celebrations of different holidays (for instance, Halloween, Christmas, Women Day etc) 
3. Doing crafts together with children and young people, developing new patterns for crafts and teaching children how to do them 
4. Assisting with fashion theater 
5. Assisting local volunteer with meals and clean-up of the center 
6. Visit those children who cannot come to the center and work with them at home individually 
7. Assisting with organization of concerts and exhibitions where children take part or present their craft works 
8. Planning and realizing own ideas for activities with the children and young people – for instance, outdoor games, summer vacation camp, self-exploring seminars. 
Volunteers will be working independently and together with local volunteers and staff. Working hours will be from 9 am till 6 pm. A week will include 30-40 working hours. Volunteers will have two days off per week, and a fixed number of holidays. Additionally, national state holidays will be free. 
Requirements: Motivation to contribute to the project and be involved in social and inclusion issues in Ukraine. Good knowledge of English language; basic Russian would be an asset. Previous voluntary experience (like workcamps or volunteer work in some community center/institution), leadership skills would be an asset. Willingness to work with disabled children and young adults, previous excperience is an asset- Basic Russian (optional), willingness to learn Russian during the project - Ability to work independently (with support and reflection with the mentor) Experience with crafts, sports and music. Period: 10 months from October 1st, 2009
Number of volunteers: 2 
Project & local language: Russian, English 
Food: covered 
Accommodation: host family or shared flat 
Language training: will be provided twice a week 
Pocket money: 80 Euro per month 
Other: funded by Zukunftsfonds Berlin. Due to this, the project is open only for German volunteers.
